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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for March

Herbs in a Galway Garden

... continued from Page D21

TRY a solar-powered sonic mole deterrent that emits vibrations through the
ground to keep these velvety creatures at bay. Moles do produce unsightly
molehills and undermine plants with their shallow tunnels which can cause
roots to dry out. They also do positive chores by feeding on slugs.
STORE garbage cans out of reach of scavengers. Don’t feed wildlife. Skunks,
racoons, and coyotes have become frequent neighborhood visitors and can be
dangerous.
FEED your lawns. Healthy soil grows healthy strong grass. Top your lawn with %
inch of compost or use a slow-release organic fertilizer that disseminates their
nutrients through animal, plant, and mineral matter. It is best to fertilizer before
rainfall.
TURN on lawn sprinklers to check the heads have not been covered by new
growing grass.
DESTROY weeds and poison oak without toxic chemicals.

For weeds in sidewalk cracks, borders, and areas where lawns, flowers, and

Irish ivy on an Irish stone wall.

other plants won’t be affected, mix one tablespoon Dawn dishwashing detergent,
a cup of salt, and a gallon of regular white vinegar in a pail. Pour into a spray
bottle and spray on the weeds on a sunny day. The sunlight works the magic. Be
careful where you spray as this solution is harmful to grass and plants. It will kill
your weeds.

For poison oak or super-tough weeds, buy a gallon of 30% white vinegar and
put it in a spray tank undiluted. Spray poison oak as it emerges in spring and do
it on a warm, sunny day. The 30% white vinegar is very potent and will kill
everything it touches. It is the safe and effective alternative to using Round Up
for a similar amount of money. It also is useful for cleaning brick and stone
patios, driveways, greenhouses, and hothouses. It will dissolve calcium, mineral,
and lime buildup.

SPRING for spring on March 20. Enjoy the rebirth of our gardens and start
digging deeper.
Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Happy Spring!





